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Were on the web!

www.sainipauls-mountpleasant.com
Don’t forget to look us up on Facebook!

At A Glance

September 5" Pancake Breakfast & Rally Day
September 6" Labor Day Church office closed

September 12" First Day of Fall Sunday school
September 13" & 14" Crisis Ministry
September 14" Concordia Faith Circle Meeting 10:30 am


http://www.saintpauls-mountpleasant.com/

Note From the Pastor

Dear Folks,
The following Purpose Statement appears on each of our Sunday Bulletins —
A Christian Community Striving to share God’s Love with All
and is followed by our Guiding Principles -
Jesus is Savior and Lord
God transforms and heals in surprising ways
Worship, Word, Sacrament and Prayer strengthen our faith
We joyfully, faithfully & courageously share the good news in thought, word and deed
We welcome all to join us in God’s work

That’s a mouthful of words isn’t it? There are too many to digest at one time. I do occasionally
tie one of these phrases to a sermon point or illustration. With this newsletter | am starting a
series of articles on our purpose statement and guiding principles. Today the word is Striving.

Striving means try for, exert oneself, aim, or attempt. There is some notion of doing one's best,
going all out, or making every effort. The group working on our purpose statement last winter
wanted all of those meanings before us. It is demanding work, this striving. It is not our work
alone; indeed it is first of all God’s work, the loving of all people. It is work that on our own we
cannot do and perhaps would not even try. But by God’s grace and with the power of the Holy
Spirit we can be loving, even has God has loved us. It matches nicely with the two year theme of
the ELCA, “God’s Work, Our Hands.”

Striving also has a quality of progression and continuity. We are striving in the present and the
striving will continue. There is no end in sight, really; at least not on this side of the grave. Even
when we have shown ourselves to be capable of loving, there is still more loving to do. | am
reminded of the admonition in the book of Hebrews, “Let us run with perseverance the race that
is set before us...” Hebrews 12:1. Our purpose statement acknowledges there is work ahead of us
if more of God’s people are to experience God’s love.

| encourage you to be both active in your striving and patient with yourself. An acquaintance
‘riddled’ me, “Do you know what you become when you practice patience?” “I am not sure that I
do,” I replied. “Why, patient,” came the response. It is true isn’t it, when we practice patience we
become more patient. I am working on a list of words for which that is also true. How’s this one,
devotion? When we practice devotion, we become more devoted. What about gratefulness?
When we practice gratefulness, we become more grateful. Help me add to the list, will you?
Send me an email, gplonk@bellsouth.net, or scribble it on a piece of paper and hand it to me on
Sunday. Blessings on your striving. Participate fully in the worship and education opportunities
here at St. Paul’s as these are offered to nurture and strengthen you on your journey.

Joy and Peace,

Pastor Steve



http://thesaurus.com/browse/aim
http://thesaurus.com/browse/attempt
mailto:gplonk@bellsouth.net

The Kid’s Page

SPARK ONLINE

Parents and teachers don’t forget to update
your family page at the SPARK website to
include your children. Please let me know if you
need any technical assistance as we are all
learning this together. | have had the
opportunity to use it and it is very user friendly.
SPARK on line will allow you to see what we are
going to do in class each Sunday, see who the
teacher is that week and view postings of
upcoming events for St. Paul’s Family Ministry
Program. If you have not registered your
family, please do so at http://saintpauls-
mountpleasant@sparksundayschool.org

Rally Day is September 5" Don’t forget to pick
up your Family Welcome packet in your child’s
classroom and enjoy a pancake

breakfast in the fellowship hall.

Our Teachers are
GREAT! Thanks to
all those who are
participating in
the teaching
rotation this year.
When you see
them, tell them
thanks for
assisting in the faith formation and future of St.
Paul’s Young Congregation! They are: Ken
Harkins, Janet DeBruhl, Freesi Nelson, Lisa
Jenness, Laura Togami, Becky Zetrouer and
Amy Hardee.

Reclaiming Your Dining Table

In the bustle of life, mealtime is often spent in
front of the TV catching up on the news or with
children eating early and parents eating late.
Regardless, family households no longer
resemble the Cleaver family where Ward rushes
in at 5:00 PM on the dot and his lovely wife is
cleaned and pressed in her dress and apron

with a pot roast on the table and children sit
quietly without a smudge on the table cloth.
This scenario does not belong to anyone | know.
| too am guilty of letting everyone eat where
they want, as long as they eat and no major
messes occur. This may seem easier, but is it?
We have to carry dishes to many places in the
house, not just the dining table.

| believe something has been lost in our hustle
and bustle....it is good mealtime conversation
with our kids. As a parent how often in the day
do we actually have our kids’ complete
attention without TV, videogames, soccer
practice, violin, piano or homework distracting
them? Not too often. | challenge each family to
reclaim the dining table this month. | know you
will have to find another place for your home
office, bills and homework station, but | bet you
won't regret it.

Meal time is an awesome place to grow in faith
as a family. If we glance into the pages of our
Christian Faith there is one notable meal that
stands out in my mind, “The Last Supper.” Not
only did Christ explain what was ahead for him,
but he gave the gift of his body and blood to
them during meal time. He nurtured the spirits
of those he left here on Earth to carry the good
word to all.

We as parents can also nurture our family’s
faith at the supper table. Here are a few
conversation starters that may help you out.

What meal do you remember most?
What qualities do you look for in a friend?

When you express your ideas or beliefs and
someone does not agree with you, do you feel
uncomfortable standing up for your ideas?

These are just a few topics that can lead to
great family conversations that you can in turn;
incorporate the teachings of Christ at your
table.


http://saintpauls-mountpleasant@sparksundayschool.org/
http://saintpauls-mountpleasant@sparksundayschool.org/

Those Who Serve in September

Comm.
DATE  Acolyte Sacristan Readers Deacon Assistant
Sept5  Caitlin Bob & Jane Bryant Freesi Bob Sohl & Robin Faass & Bern
Newton Nelson Bob Curry hQ. NRA S\
Sept Darby Jayne Bryant Bern Bob Sohl & Ken & Kay Harkins
12 DeBruhl h Q. NJ BobCurry
Sept James Roxanne Orvin & Mary Bob Sohl & Linda Jenkins &
19 Lambert Joan Hodge Rogers Bob Curry Joann Kimbrell
Sept Allie . SNY h Q. GeneBeck BobSohl&  Sue Detar & Robert
26 Jenkins Bob Curry Bryant
Ushers, Greeters and Counters
DATE USHERS GREETERS COUNTERS
Sept 5 Jon Nelson & Margie Nelson & Frances Bob Curry & Carolyn
Steve Bryant Ritchie Doig
Sept Jon Nelson & Caroline Mauney & Dick Andy & Susan Lambert
12 Steve Bryant Bischoff
Sept Chris Gamble & Andy Roy Kimbrell & Gerda Hall Tish Dixon & Robin
19 Lambert Faass
Sept Chris Gamble & Jane Bryant & Margie Nelson  Bob Curry & Carolyn
26 Dick Bischoff Doig
Linens: Acolyte Mom: Freesi Nelson

Brass:
Pews, Banners, Colors & Candles: Bob & Jane Bryant

Tape Ministry
Sept 5: Jenkins, Curry & Smith
Sept 12: Kimbrell, Peecksen & Schweers
Sep 19: Mauney & Ohlendorf
Sep 26: Hodge, Rogers & Redmond
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Altar Flowers This Month

Sep 5:

Sep 12:

Sep 19: Gerda Hall

Sep 26:

As you can see, there is still space to sign up on our altar
flower chart. Please sign up in narthex if you would like
to provide flowers.

Opportunities for Ministry Involvement

EDUCATION

For all those teachers and parents who want a glimpse into
what is going to happen in Sunday school, don’t forget to set
up a log in for SPARK online. Just go to http://saintpauls-
mountpleasant.sparksundayschool.org and check out all the
latest Events in your students’ classroom.

Nursery volunteers still needed! We have had a

M L

L ) k" fewpeople volunteer, and we are looking for a
T ) . .
[( LN Y few more. We have lots of new babies in the

congregation and we need at least two people in
the nursery to help care for them. Please let Tina
know if you are able to help out! Thanks to
those who already do.

SERVICE

Habitat House!!lYou can help to make construction a success.
To volunteer speak to Mr. Habitat House Man (and don’t you
forget it) Gene Beck (_) or
contact Kate Whitlock at 881-2600;
Kate@eastcooperhabitat.org you can help make this house a
reality.

5th,

11"

27

Happy Birthday

Roland Jones
Mike Kimbrell
Donald Lancaster
Mike Tokarczyk
Neal Cormany
Brud Peeples
Kate Zetrouer
Evelyn Cappelmann
Carol Peecksen
Joanne Hair
Roxanne Orvin
Doug Watson
Mary Rogers
Frances Fischer
Edie Hair

Sue Detar

Bill Hightower
June Smith
Kruger Smith
Melissa Cormany
Carolyn Doig
Cathy Guerry
Rusty Whitlock

Happy Anniversary

Ken & Kay Harkins

Henry & Cheryl
Fishburne

Gary & Anne Dobson



http://saintpauls-mountpleasant.sparksundayschool.org/
http://saintpauls-mountpleasant.sparksundayschool.org/
mailto:gbeck37@bellsouth.net
mailto:Kate@eastcooperhabitat.org

For everything there is a season, and at time for every matter under heaven. —
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Bishop Mark Hanson
August 24, 2010

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

On a recent morning walk | reflected upon familiar words from Ecclesiastes, "For
everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven" (Ecclesiastes 3:1,
NRSV). As | walked, | prayed and pondered about this time in the life of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). It is my prayer that we use this time for discerning and
engaging; for repenting and reconciling; for restraint but not timidity; and for rejoicing.

A Time for Discerning and Engaging

Throughout the ELCA | hear people asking, "Is my voice heard? Will my voice be
respected as we seek together to discern God's purpose for us?" The answer is yes.
Nevertheless, people of deep faith and a desire to be part of this church wonder: Do we mean it
when we say we can preach, teach and hold divergent views on sexuality and be full
participants in the ELCA's life and witness? Again, the answer is yes.

My confident "yes" is predicated upon our shared commitment to be engaged together
in discernment. This discernment is hard work. It must be grounded in the witness of the
Scriptures and the Confessions, and it needs the voices of all the baptized. It calls for the Holy
Spirit's guidance and our prayerful, disciplined and respectful listening to one another.

Even more, the source for my confident "yes" is God's gracious "yes" to us, spoken
through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. The "yes" of Jesus empowers us to be
passionately engaged. It frees us to ask questions, have difficult conversations and uncover
differences and tensions. It calls each of us to be everyday evangelists, discerning together
what the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ means for the world and for our common life.

Let our shared commitment be that our discerning together always will serve our
proclamation of Jesus Christ in word and deed and our engagement in God's mission for the life
of the world.

A Time for Repenting and Reconciling

The most powerful moment in the recent assembly of The Lutheran World Federation
occurred when Lutherans asked for forgiveness from God and from Mennonites for the
violence done to Anabaptist Christians in Reformation times and through the continuing
legacies in Lutheran teachings. This public act of repentance, with many delegates on their
knees, was a powerful witness to the healing of wounds in Christ's body, the church.

With tears in our eyes, we heard promises of God's mercy in Christ and words of
forgiveness from Mennonite sisters and brothers as we received and shared God's gift of
forgiveness and healing.

This experience of reconciliation is underscored for me in the fifth chapter of 2
Corinthians: the powerful announcement that if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
This new creation rises from Jesus, who died rather than be in the sin-accounting business.



The implication for us of the gospel's transforming power is that we become
ambassadors for Christ. God has entrusted to each of us the message and ministry of
reconciliation.

As yet another Lutheran church body forms, we must ask how this separation in the
body of Christ will serve the ministry and message of reconciliation entrusted to us by God.

The ELCA has and will continue reaching out to others for the sake of the gospel and
serving our neighbor. Standing together, we are known as a church that rolls up its sleeves and
solves problems, the church that is catalyst, convener and bridge builder. Our strong
ecumenical relationships and global partnerships testify to that commitment. Yet before the
ELCA can undertake any such efforts with a new Lutheran church body, | believe we must
commit to obey the commandment against bearing false witness and commit to live its
meaning in every setting, both private and public: "We are to fear and love God, so that we do
not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or slander them, or destroy their reputations. Instead
we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the
best possible light" (The Small Catechism, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 1161).

A Time for Restraint but not Timidity

We live in a world that is plagued by incivility, willful misunderstanding and hurtful
caricatures of those with whom one disagrees. Let us declare that such behaviors will stop with
us. There is room in this church for lively conversations and disagreements about questions of
faith and life. There is room in this church for vigorous dialogue that witnesses to faith without
rushing to judgment and closing off discussion.

Let us be restrained in our judgments and speak charitably with and about one another.
Let us not be timid as we boldly proclaim Jesus Christ and participate in God's healing of the
world. Let us generously, faithfully and courageously respond to the groaning of the creation
and the cries of humanity.

A Time for Rejoicing

Even in the midst of great challenges in the economy and in the church, we can rejoice
because the ministry in which we are engaged is a ministry of God's mercy and reconciliation in
Christ. Our ministry is not about us, our shortcomings or our problems, for we proclaim Jesus
Christ. We rejoice in the forgiveness that God offers at the font and the table, in public
proclamation and personal assurance. We celebrate the reconciliation from God that breaks
down every dividing wall of hostility and unites humankind in the bonds of Christ. We delight in
the promise of the new creation that God is bringing to life in Christ. We joyfully embrace the
world and all its inhabitants in love and service. What a cause for rejoicing!
“By your word, eternal God, your creation sprang forth, and we were given the breath of life. By
your word, eternal God, death is overcome, Christ is raised from the tomb, and we are given
new life in the power of your Spirit. May we boldly proclaim this good news in our words and
our deeds, rejoicing always in your powerful presence; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 75)

Copyright © 2010 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. All rights reserved. This copyright notice must appear on all copies and reproductions. Copies may be produced for distribution within the ELCA by affiliated ELCA
organizations.



Faith and Concordia Circles have merged!!!

The Concordia Faith Circle meets 2nd Tuesdayof each month at 10:30AM. Our first
meeting a s a new ly merged Circle will be September 14. All ladlies of the
church are welcome . Visit us a see how you like us. You can contact any of our
officers or members for information. Officers are as follows: Gerda Hall, Leader, Co
Leader, Carol Peeksen, Recording Secretary Jane Bryant, Corresponding and
Remembrance Secretary Joan Hodge, Projects Ministry Treasurer Ruby Schweers,
WELCA Treasurer Lucy Hightower, and Jessie Cannon, Communications Secretary.
Please come and join us.

Crisis Ministry This Month

Whil e September starts to cool off St. Paul 06s
Ministries Shelter. This month we serve the evening of Monday the 13", and Tuesday

morning the 14™. You have a standing invitation to join us for a mov ing experience.

Those that candét attend may wish to choose to
Shelter Meals amount. As always please keep us in your hearts and prayers. For

more information please call Steve Redmond at_.

What is VIA de CRISTO?

ViadeQistoi s a Spanish phrase meaning AWay of Chr |
structured three day weekend designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christian

people and brings them to a new aga@mbnaedess of
effort of lay people and clergy toward renewal of the church.

Via de Cristo is intended for all people from every walk of life, for pastors, for people
who live strong and active lives in Christ and also for those who seek to be renewed
and strengthened in their relationship with Christ and the people around them.

Applications for the September 23" -26™, 2010 weekend are available in the church

office. Total cost of weekend is $125.00, scholarships are available. Transportation to

and fromtheeventi s provi ded. Sever al St . Paul 6s me ml
years. As of September I Bet sy Cappl emann, new member of S
attend. Hope you will join her on the weekend. Call Bill & Lucy Hightower at

Billie Lewis atH or Pastor Steve at_ with questions.



Pastor Steve, Ken Harkins and Robert
Crouch will be going to assist from October
15M ¢ 25™.

Habitat House Guatemala

The name ‘Verapaz’ means “true peace”,
and appropriately so, for the region was
conquered by peaceful means in the 16"
century. On May 4, 1877 the Verapaz
region was divided into the departments of
Alta and Baja Verapaz.

The terrain of Alta Verapaz is varied. To the
north lies the Chinaja mountains and the
peak of Rubelsanto. The Chama and the
Santa Cruz mountains run east-west
through the center of the department. The
humid forests of these mountains give
shelter to important species such as the
Quetzal, Guatemala’s national bird, and the
white monkey, as well as a large variety of
orchids, birds, cats and small mammals. In
the extreme north and southeast stretch
the lowlands of Chisec and Polochic.

Coban, the capital and location of the
Habitat Affiliate office, is located in the
southwest part of the department and
situated at 1,320m (4,290ft) above sea
level. The terrain is mountainous, offering
beautiful vistas during travel.

Climate

Coban enjoys two seasons during the year:
"summer" which is a somewhat dry, warm
season from February to April, and "winter"
which is cool and rainy from May to
January. During October, November, and
December the area has the most rainfall.
During the other "winter" months, a light
rain (called ‘chipi-chipi’ by the locals) tends
to concentrate in the afternoons.

Ethnic Composition

The majority of the population is
Indigenous, about 90%, and is composed of
Q’eqchi and Pokomchi, whom are among
those groups that have most preserved
their language. The women’s dress is
distinguishable by the pleated ‘corte’, or
skirt and is not folded and fastened at the
top with a sash as done by most other
indigenous groups. Although it has retained
much of its indigenous influence, since the
end of the last century, this region has also
recieved many immigrants—above all
German and British.

The two main language groups of the area
are Q'eqchi' and Po'komchi', though most
all inhabitants speak Spanish as well. The
religious makeup of the area is primarily
Catholic, however there is a strong
‘evangelico' or fundamental Protestant
presence. Many of the women wear the
traditional "traje", or colorful indigenous
dress, while the men wear western
clothing.



Economy
The primary source of income in the area is

small-scale agriculture—primarily coffee,
corn, beans, rice, tea, cardamom, sugar
cane, broccoli, potatoes, and fruit treas.
Some of the homeowners work as day
laborers on large farms, or in a couple of
the local factories and processing plants of
coffee and cardamom. Livestock is also
found in the lowlands, and in Tacti there is
an industrial dairy. The department is also
home to several zinc and lead mines, as well
as salt and gypsum that have yet to be
exploited. Petroleum is currently being
explored in the northern regions. On an
industrial level, Alta Verapaz operates many
shoe, construction material, and cement
factories. Alta Verapaz is also known for its
abundance of orchids.
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Habitat Members in Coban
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Although the climate is chilly and humid for
most of the year, its beauty and kind
families makes it a great place to work. The
communities involved in the Habitat for
Humanity housing project are
approximately 80-85% indigenous peoples
and about 15-20% Ladinos (mix of
indigenous and European races).

The families we work with in Coban are kind
and hardworking. If they live in town they’ll
work in a ‘tiendita’(corner store) or bakery.
The families tend to stick together bringing
multiple generations into a family complex.
Houses in Coban are usually made of wood
planks, covered with newspaper or plastic
inside to prevent the drafts.

A portion of the expense for Robert, Ken
and Pastor Steve came from a long existing
and previously unused “Dedicated Account”
called Latin Americas MissionNe are
thankful for St. Paul’s financial support.
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If you could ask Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson a question T
about the ELCA, what would it be? You are invited to 1OWN HALL FORUM

submit questions at the next ELCA Town Hall Forum with
Bishop Hanson on Sunday, September 19, at 5 pm EDT.
Participating is easy and convenient:
Watch the event live from 5-6 p.m. EDT at
www.elca.org/townhall

- Log in to post questions online

- Post comments using Facebook Connect

- Tweet about the event using the hashtags #ELCA and #BishopHanson

- View open captioning
Whether or not you have a question, you'll be part of a nationwide conversation with other ELCA
members about issues that matter to all of us. What a remarkable opportunity! Save the date and join
us. Here's your chance to make your voice heard.

with ELCA Presding Bshop MO 5. Harsor

10 THINGS

Ten Things children (and adults) should know about prayer. (from the Seeds for the Parish)

1) Prayer is communication. It can be spoken or silent. It can be a song or a story.
It can be a picture or a dance.

2) Prayer can be done as often as you like. Every week. Every day. Every hour.
3) Prayer can be done however you want. There is no right or wrong way to pray.

4) Prayer can be shared, but doesn’t have to be. It can be done alone or with a
favorite toy. It can be done with friends, family or pets.

5) Prayer can be done anywhere. It can be done in your room or at the kitchen
table. It can be done out in your yard, at the park or even at the zoo.

6) Prayer can be done in any mood. You can be happy, sad, angry, scared or
confused when you pray.

7) Prayer can be for yourself or someone else. If you know someone who could
use a little help — add them to your prayers.

8) Prayer doesn’t need a certain structure, length or specific words. \NWhatever
words you use, long or short, however your prayer comes out it is fine.

9) Prayer doesn’t need a special occasion. There are certain prayers appropriate to
special occasions, but you don’t need to wait for a special time to pray.

10) Prayer doesn’t have to be a request. It can also be used to give thanks for what
you have already received. “Thank you” is a perfect prayer.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=mtireqcab&et=1103648730867&s=267&e=001xITXFxe5W-iuok53B1aNfVJpMf2chMvxSmPyds-SfZAkcMNX19jyKTmEG6wV4Q2jlGmzu0hjgSG3yOMoLLviIHO7tT8FPaaYCuPvCLHoP4lHh76LsezrCw==

AChristian Community Striving

Guiding Principles
Jesus is Savior and Lord.
God transforms and heals in surprising ways.
Worship, Word, Sacrament and Prayer strengthen our faith.
We joyfully, faithfully & courageously share the good news in thought, word and
deed.
We welcome all to join us
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